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shortly before seized a quantity of opium belonging to a mer-
chant, and placed it in the house of a Brahmin, of Bokhar
Soorujmul being informed of the fact, demanded the opium
from the Brahmin The pnest and his wife, howe\er, imme-
diately resorted to means of intimidation , thej wounded them-
selves, and sprinkled with their blood those who attempted to
enter the house The Rajpoots, therefore, desisted from their
attempt, but earned off the cattle and other property of the
village, which was distributed among the troops, as before
The Mondeytee chief, after this, plundered t^ o 01 three of the
Eedur villages, because the minister refused to satisfy his
demand He now retired to a forest, called ' Pharkce,' in the
neighbourhood of Mondeytee, and from thence levied contribu-
tions on the Eedur villages for grass, opium, tobacco, sugar-
cane, and other necessaries Whenever the villages refused
submission to his demands, he plundered them but the
mercenaries' pay was not made up notwithstanding The
mercenaries at Pharkee now fasted for two or three days,
compelling Soorujmul to fast also, and they threatened him
He made them promises, and induced them to accompany him
to Wuralee, wheie he encamped beside a reservoir, and laid
the surrounding villages under contribution
In the year a d 1835, Raja Kurun Singh, of Ahmednugger,
died Mr Erskme, the British agent, was then at Wuktapoor,
a few miles from that capital When he heard the news, he
went to Ahmednugger, to prevent the Ranees becoming sutees
The corpse lay for three days, the belly having been opened,
and filled with spices On the third day, some Rajpoot chiefs
were sent to Mr Erskmc to urge that the women would not be
burned by force, but at their own desire, and that it was their
custom from the time of their ancestors Mr Erskme detained
the ambassadors, but sent no reply The Rajpoots in the
town, therefore, called in Bheels from the surrounding country,
and sent word to Soorujmul to advance with his troops, deter-
mining that they would burn the women secretly if they could,
or otherwise resist the British agent if he came to prevent them
by force Soorujmul, however, did not come up until it was
too late The Bheels secretly erected a funeral pile on the
side of the town furthest removed from the British encanip-
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